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THE  :.URiaT  FOR  CITRUS  F;dJI?  IK  EDII^URG-K 

Edinburgh,  ^cotlanu.,  consumes  fairly  constant  quantities  of  citrus 
fruit,  the  fculk  of  which,  in  common  with  t  be  citrus  supplies  of  all 
European  cities,  comes  from  Spain  ane  Italy,  according  to  Tilbert  L. 
Eonnoy,  American  Consul  at  ttt  t  point.     In  the  order  of  tneir  importance, 
sources  of  oranges  arc:  Sjain,  South  i  frica  ,  Syria  and  Palestine,  Jama  ica , 
California  and  Florida.    Lemons  are  received  from  both  Spain  and  Italy. 
Grapefruit  cornea  from  Florida,  Jamaica,  and  a  few  from  Costa  Rica.  Public 
opinion  appears  to  favor  Spanish  Granges  and  lemons  and  Florida  Grapefruit. 

The  Spanish  orange  a  most  commonly  used  in  Edinburgh  run  from  200  to 
700  to  the  case,  the  weight  being  from  112  to  169  pounds.     Oranges,  in 
common  with  all  citrus  fruit,  are  not  bought  directly  in  Edinburgh,  but 
are  delivered  from  cold  storage  houses  in  Glasgow.    Sales  in  Edinburgh 
are  usually  conducted  by  private  treaty,  but  eccasionally  the  auction  is 
used.    Shippers  of  both  Spanish  and  American  oranges  ma  inta  in  agents  in 
London  who  distribute  shipments  to  other  British  cities,  but  their  methods 
differ  considerably.    The  Spa nis h  agents  act  only  as  observers  at  the 
particular  ports  to  7/hich  their  people  have  consigned  fruit  to  selected 
brokers  or  salesmen,  often  on  a  cash- in-advance  br.sis.     The  American  agents 
actually  receive  consignments  and  distribute  them  all  over  Europe,  wherever 
they  can  secure  the  greatest  returns  for  the  grower.    The  Spanish  agent , 
however,  mak^-s  no  effort  to  divert  shipments  to  the  most  favorable  markets. 
The  exporter  in  Spain  has  already  made  his  contact  v/ith  a  commission  house 
to  take  his  consignment.     The  result  is,  that  in  the  event  of  a  depression 
in  London,  for  example,  the  commission  house  there  sells   its  consignment 
for  what  it  can  get  rather  than  lose  its  commission  by  divert ing^ he 
consignment  to  a  more  favorable  point.     Such  procedure  further  depresses  the 
London  market  for  oranges  from  all  sources. 

V/holesale  prices  for  Spanish  and  South  African  oranges  range  from 
$4.30  to  $7.20  per  case,  according  to   the  size  of  the  case  and  the  seascn_ 
of  the  year.     It  is  usual,  however,  to  find  Spanish  fruit  at  tho  lower  end 
of  the  scale  and  South  x-frican  at  the  upper  end.    Jaffa  oranges  usually  sell 

a  little  below  South  African,  with  California  fruit  coming  between  °affa 
and  Spa  in. 

Grapefruit,  which  is  available  only  during  the  winter,  runs  from  54 
to  96  fruit  to  the  case,  the  most  common  sizes  being  80  to  96.  Wholesale 
prices  fluctuate  according  to  supplies  available,  but  the  usual  retail  prices 
range  from  8  to  12  cents  each. 
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In  general  fresh  citrus  fruit  is  toe   expensive  for  the  bulk  of  the 
population  of  iairiburgh.     It  is  still  a  luxury  the- res.    Pric«t  and  not 
quality,  is  the  ruling  factor,  except  with  a  fraction  of  the  population  too 
small  to  exert  much  influence  on  the  ras  rkot .    Winter  prices  are  considered 
high  enough,  and  only  a  few  people  will  co nailer  oranges  in  suraer.  The 
outlook  is  descrioee  as  being  fcvwrtble  fcr  a  stoSdy  sale  of  limited 
quantities  of  citrus  fruit  at  the  r.cat  ff vor&blo  seasons.    while  some 
attempt  has  be-on  aauy  by  London  interests  tc  stimulate  sales  in  feuinburgh 
by  means  of  pester  dis  .-lays  ,  no  effort  has  been  made  locally. 


